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us by its stupidity before some fact extremely simple,
but              to its usual habits.    The Sphex will offer
an example,
Ixjt us follow her dragging home an ephippiger.
If fortune favour us, we may be present at a little
which I will describe.    On entering the shelter
under a rock where the burrow is made, the Sphex
find.H, perched on a blade of grass, a carnivorous
which, under  a  most sanctimonious  aspect,
the morals of a cannibal    The danger threat-
by this bandit in ambush on her path must be
to the Sphex, for she leaves her game and
bravely at the Mantis to administer some sharp
dislodge, or at  all   events, alarm   and
it with respect.    It does not move, but closes
its                                   two terrible saws of the arm
The   Sphex   returns to  her   prey,
to the antennae, and passes audaci-
the           of grass where the Mantis sits.
I lie                of her head one can see that she
Is on her guard, and is holding the enemy motionless
her threatening eyes*    Such courage is duly
; the prey is stored without further mis-"
adventure.
A                     of the Praying Mantis, the Prigo
m It is             in Provence, *.*. the Pray-to-
its long, pale green wings, like
Its  head  upraised to heaven, its arms
011 its breast, give It a false resem-
t*i *t nun in trcstatic devotion.   All the same, it Is
;t                c             bent on carnage.    Although not
hunting-grounds, the workshops of
Hymenoptera are often visited by